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The CHRISTCHURCH TRAMPING CLUB 
has members of all ages, and runs tramping 
trips every weekend, ranging from easy 
(minimal experience required) to hard (high 
fitness and experience required). We also 
organise instructional courses and hold 
weekly social meetings. We have a club hut 
in Arthurs Pass and have gear available for 
hire to members. Membership rates per year 
are $50 member, $70 couple, $30 junior or 
associate, with a $10 discount for members 
who opt to obtain this newsletter 
electronically. 

For more about how the club operates, see 
the last two pages. 

News 
Call for nominations for the Loo-Loo Award 

Loo-Loo nominations are now open. The judging will take place at the mid-winter break-
fast.  Nominations can include (but not limited to) any of the following endeavours: geo-
graphically challenged, gear failure or missing altogether, embarrassing blunders, Freud-
ian slips, unintended hilarity through misadventure and general silly antics! Anonymous 
nominations accepted, and remember, never let the truth get in the way of a good story! 

Obituaries 
Merv Woodham - passed away 25th of February, 2017 

Merv was club captain in 1957 and president 1962 -1966. He was a very active social 
member with his wife, the late Stella. In the seventies his family and the Peters and Fitz-
gerald families did the Heaphy track and they took pack horses along. Merv told me that 
people asked him how they got the horses over the swing bridges. This typified Merv as he 
told the story with big laughs. He had a great sense of humour and will be sadly missed. -
Rex Vink 

Descending the ridge from Mt Foweraker– 

Kim Harburg 
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Calendar of trips and Social Events 
Trips: Unless otherwise stated, club trips depart either from 'Z' Carlton Corner Service 
Station (formerly Shell) at 1 Papanui Road (next to Liquor Land and opposite Derby Street) 
or from Caltex Russley on the corner of Russley Road and Yaldhurst Rd.  If the departure 
point is not specified in the trip schedule, you may assume it's 'Z' Carlton. Day trips usually 
depart at 8am on Saturday or Sunday. Weekend trips may leave on either Friday evening or 
Saturday morning. 

New or prospective members intending to go on any trip must sign up at club night or contact 
the trip leader in advance. 

CTC OVERDUE TRIPS: Members/family/partners or a nominated person concerned about 
a trip being overdue should firstly discuss this with a Club Officer when they feel that the trip 
is delayed. Refer to the list of Club Officers on the back of the newsletter and on the club 
website. Club Officers know where to obtain copies of the Trip Lists containing the names 
and addresses of the party members with their vehicle registration details etc. This will 
greatly assist Police Search and Rescue. The Club Officer can then contact the Police 
directly. Concerned people should keep trying different numbers until they actually contact 
a Club Officer (DO NOT LEAVE MESSAGES). We recommend that concerned people start 
with the Club Captain, then the Gear Custodian, then the Presidents, then the Trip 
Organisers, then people listed under Our Club Hut - if no contact can be made then the 
Police. Members (particularly Trip Leaders) please discuss this arrangement with your loved 
ones so they are aware of this procedure. 

Social: We meet on Wednesdays 7:30 pm at the CMLC (Canterbury Mineral & Lapidary 
Club) building at 110 Waltham Road, Waltham. This new building, beside and on the south 
side of Waltham School, is  about 100m south of the Brougham St/Waltham Rd intersection. 
Waltham Road is the southern extension of Barbadoes Street. For a map go to 
www.ctc.org.nz and click the Social Calendar link. A variety of social functions are organised, 
the atmosphere is informal, and tea and biscuits served.  If you can give a presentation or 
have ideas, please phone Kay Taylor 03-3584580 or email kaytaylor30@xtra.co.nz. Please 
note that formalities start at 7:50 pm sharp, and if there is a guest speaker, he/she will start 
at 8:10 pm sharp. 

Wednesday 29 March Club Night 

Newsletter Folding Evening: Newsletter Folding and a general catch-up and chat at the 
club rooms. The projector is available for use if anyone wishes to show some photos. 

 
  

http://www.ctc.org.nz/
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Saturday 1 April 
Departure point: Caltex Russley 

Leader: Warwick Dowling Early start 7am 
021 35 4545 

warwick.dowling@gmail.com 

Godley Peak, 2087m, Palmer Range: Godley Peak (2087 m) is at 
the end of the Palmer Range, overlooking the confluence of the 
Wilberforce and Rakaia rivers. See if you can find the elusive 
Mother Millers Spring when you’re up there. After crossing a little 
preliminary light scrub on the flats we will go in via one of the long 
spurs - nothing difficult to negotiate, but a sustained climb of over 
1500 m and about 10 km each way so it will be a long day. Admire 
the sheep when you are out there - John Robert Godley, the man 
who met the first 4 ships, is regarded as the founder of the 
Canterbury settlement and had a strong influence on the conditions 
of those early pastoral land leases. 

Grade: ModHard 

Closes: 30 Mar 

Map: BW19 

Approx: $30 

 

Sunday 2 April 
Departure point: Ferrymead Countdown car 
park 

Leader: Chris McGimpsey 03 3589125 
judychris@xnet.co.nz 

Taylor’s Mistake: A gentle walk along the track from the beach car 
park to the gun emplacements, via the cliff tops with great views of 
the sea and out towards the mountains. After a lunch stop to boil 
the billy we will loop around the WW2 buildings before returning 
back the way we came 

Grade: Moderate 
but at an 
easy pace 

Closes: 30 Mar 

Map:  

Approx: $0 
 

Wednesday 5 April Club Night 

Manakau or Bust!: Club member Bill Johnson is talking on his recent climb of Manakau, 
(2608m) the highest peak in the Seaward Kaikoura Range in Marlborough. Bill had 3 
previous attempts beaten off by bad weather, for which Manakau is well known, but Lady 
Luck finally smiled on this his 4th attempt via the Hapuka river. Accompanied by Nick 
Edwards, Isabelle Gensburger and Andre Eger, summit day required some 2300m vertical 
ascent and over 15 hours to complete. The 2016 Kaikoura earthquake caused a massive 
slip which dammed the river, destroyed Barratts Biv and created a large lake. The team 
visited the lake and got great views and photos of this impressive new geological feature 
from higher up. Come along for some impressive tramping and climbing in this rugged 
area. 

 

Saturday 8 April 
Departure point: Z Station Papanui 

Leader: Michael Newlove 355-8360 
newmike@slingshot.co.nz 

Leith Hill / Castle Hill: A nice loop in the Craigieburns starting at 
the Castle Hill Scenic Reserve, then going up Leith Hill (1384 m, 
around 500 m height gain). From there, we drop down a short scree 
slope, then over to Castle Hill (920 m). Back to the cars through the 
scenic reserve where we can explore the limestone formations. 

Grade: Easy/Mod 

Closes: 6 Apr 

Map: BW21 

Approx: $20 
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Saturday 8 April 
Departure point: Z Station Papanui 

Leader: Bernhard Parawa 337 3125 
gerryparawa@hotmail.com 

Mt Gargarus: Gargarus (1655 m) is a big flat-topped mound across 
the Harper River from the north end of Lake Coleridge. We’ll first 
climb ~400 m up from Glenthorne Station to Gargarus Saddle, then 
turn south and climb another 650 m to the broad summit plateau. 
There are great views to Lake Coleridge, up the Wilberforce and 
Harper Rivers, and to Mts Olympus and Oakden, as well as The 
Spurs. There are also several return options, including a trip past 
Lake Lilian. 

Grade: Moderate 

Closes: 6 Apr 

Map: BW20 

Approx: $30 

 

Sunday 9 April 
Departure point: Z Station Papanui 

Leader: Richard Kimberley 326 6158 
janeandrichard@xtra.co.nz 

Mt Skiddaw and Skew Fell: South of SH7 before Boyle River 
Skiddaw is tucked behind Mt Kakapo. Expect a long day and no 
Kakapo sightings 

Grade: ModHard 

Closes: 6 Apr 

Map: BU23 

Approx: $35 
 

Sunday 9 April 
Departure point: Z Station Papanui 

Leader: Chris McGimpsey 03 3589125 
judychris@xnet.co.nz 

Teds - Bypass - Blowhard track circuit: Bell Tea series #7 This 
trip is designed to suit trampers who want to move up from easy to 
mod trips. Starting at the Glentui picnic grounds we will head up the 
Bypass track to the top of the ridge where we will then join the 
Blowhard track. Descending via the Blowhard track we will pick up 
the start of Ted’s track which will take us back to the Bypass track 
before returning down hill to the car at Glentui. A hot brew & lunch 
stop on top of the ridge should give us nice views of the surrounding 
area. 

Grade: Moderate 
but at an 
easy pace 

Closes: 6 Apr 

Map: BW22 

Approx: $25 

 

Wednesday 12 April Club Night 

Annual General Meeting: Yes folks it’s THAT time of year again, when everyone runs for 
the Pass... but we’ve got it covered! There’s no escape from good refreshments, good 
company, and the chance to do something for your club. All positions are open, as per 
usual, so come along and see how the year has gone, listen to your club reps discuss what 
they’ve done and get involved in general business. Help elect the people who will run your 
club! Come along for a good night out, plenty of comfy seating, parking, toilets, you name 
it we got it! See you there! 
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Long Weekend 13-17 April Easter Weekend - 
Depart Thurs 3pm Caltex Russley 
Departure point: Contact Leader 

Leader: Warwick Dowling 021 35 4545 
warwick.dowling@gmail.com 

Lake Nerine | Glenorchy: Alpine Lake at 1600m. Requires ice-axe 
and crampons for the south side of North Col. Weather permitting, 
the route may be clockwise from Routeburn Shelter to Routeburn 
Flats, North Col, Lake Nerine, Park Pass, Rock Burn, Sugarloaf 
Pass, to Routeburn Shelter and car. We have alternatives in the 
area. An option is to go in to Lake Nerine via North Col, perhaps 
returning via Lake Harris. We’ll be camping. Backup options are 
being looked at outside the area. Thursday night probably at either 
Fairlie or Twizel in huts at campground. Try our new on-line trip 
sign-up system (members only), but also email me. 

Grade: Moderate+ 

Closes: 6 Apr 

Map: CA09 CB09 

Approx:
 $120+
Accomodati
on 

 

Long Weekend 13-17 April Easter Weekend | 
Depart Thurs Evening 
Departure point: Z Station Papanui 

Leader: Andrew Tromans 337-3925 
atromans@gmail.com 

Wangapeka Womble | Nelson Lakes: This is a crossover trip 
along the length of the Wangapeka track in Kahurangi National 
park. See some stunning bush and mountain scenery before it’s 
turned into a highway! The pace will be easy moderate and we will 
probably be leaving on Thursday night. 

Grade: Moderate 

Closes: 6 Apr 

Map:  

Approx: Contact 
Leader 

 

Sunday 16 April 
Departure point: Contact leader 

Leader: Richard Kimberley 326 6158 
janeandrichard@xtra.co.nz 

Mt Cropp via Culverdon Range: Just after Culverdon on State 
Highway 7 there are some pretty hills on the right where the road 
begins to wind. Join Richard for a trip up Mt Cropp. As the hill is 
only 848m there’s bound to be something else to make this exciting; 
some wet feet possible, a long day out, almost certainly some 
Matagouri or Richard wouldn’t be going ;) Contact Leader for more 
details 

Grade: Moderate 

Closes: 13 Apr 

Map: BU24 

Approx: $30 

 

Wednesday 19 April Club Night 

Medical Matters: First Aid for Trampers: Tonight we are lucky to have club member and 
doctor Gort Stephan to talk to us about "medical matters". How good is your First Aid kit? 
Would it pass the muster? Gort will discuss what to carry (that’s useful) in your first aid kit, 
(you’ll be surprised at his most useful item...). Then he’ll cover some basic first aid with 
emphasis on treating the things trampers do to themselves, like cuts, bruises, breaks and 
sprains! (We may have some practical examples to discuss after the long Easter 
weekend!). Bring your first aid kit for checking. Gort’s last talk was entertaining and 
informative, so come along and enjoy an informal night honing your first aid skills. 
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Long Weekend 21-25 April Anzac Weekend, 
Depart Fri 7pm 
Departure point: Z Station Papanui 

Leader: Bernhard Parawa 337 3125 
gerryparawa@hotmail.com 

Young River, Siberia Hut, Wilken River | Wanaka: Anzac 
Weekend. This is a moderate trip to the Young River, Siberia Hut & 
Wilken Rivers. It is an absolutely beautiful part of the world and a 
most rewarding tramp. *Note that the 24th is not a public holiday 
and you may need to take leave from work* Depart Fri 7pm.  

Grade: Moderate 

Closes: 13 Apr 

Map: CA11 

Approx: Contact 
Leader 

 

Long Weekend 22-24 April 
Departure point: Caltex Russley 

Leader: William King 03 3578922 
wchking@yahoo.co.nz 

Reardon Hut, Barron Saddle Hut | Mt Cook Natl Park: Are you 
missing your summer Alpine Glacier trip? Want to venture to 
somewhere a bit different and see some snow? Heck yeah! I found 
this circuit that has it all. Starting out in Fred’s Stream before Mt 
Cook Village we plan to head over the Ben Ohau Range to Readon 
Hut (Day 1). Day 2 is a climb out to Baron Saddle Hut and possibly 
bag a nearby peak such as Mt Darby if there is enough time. Day 
three is out to Mt Cook Village with a chance climb Mt Sealy or 
Annette on the way. You will need a full complement of 
harness/climbing gear, ice axe and crampons and a tent/bivy bag 
unless you want to cosy up at Readon hut with it’s two bunks. A 
short car shuffle will complete our transport needs. Due to hut size, 
this trip is limited to eight trampers. Please phone or send an email 
to the leader if want to join this trip. 

Grade: ModHard 
(requires 
snow skills) 

Closes: 13 Apr 

Map:  

Approx: Contact 
Leader 

 

Sunday 23 April 
Departure point: Z Station Papanui 

Leader: 7 am start 

Mt Percival: Mt Percival is a straightforward moderate bump 
(1629m) on the range on the opposite side of Jollies Pass from Mt 
Isobel (Hanmer area). We will start from Tophouse Road in the 
Clarence and wander up the leading ridge. Depending on the 
weather and snow conditions there are a couple of options to round 
the trip off, either down an interesting little tributary of Pass Stream 
or along the ridge crest on the south-west side of the tributary. Meet 
at the usual place at 7am. Make sure your name’s on the list or you 
have contacted the leader. 

Grade: Moderate 

Closes: 20 Apr 

Map: BU25 

Approx: $35 

 

Sunday 23 April 
Departure point: Z Station Papanui 

Leader: Michael Newlove 355-8360 
newmike@slingshot.co.nz 

Old Coach Road / Trig M: This trip in the Korowai-Torlesse 
Tussocklands Park will start at the base of Porters Pass and follow 
the Old Coach Road, the route taken by the Cobb and Co coaches 
in the 19th Century. Then an unmarked easily followable trail along 
the crest, then the Starvation Gully track up to Trig M. Great views 
of Lake Lyndon and surrounding area. Around 700m height gain. 
The return trip will follow the Coach Stream Track down past Kowai 
Forest and back to the cars. 

Grade: Easy/Mod 

Closes: 20 Apr 

Map: BW21 

Approx: $20 
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Wednesday 26 April Club Night 

Newsletter Folding Night: Newsletter Folding and a general catch-up and chat at the club 
rooms. The projector is available for use if anyone wishes to show some photos. 

 

Saturday 29 April 
Departure point: Z Station Papanui 

Leader: Michael Newlove 355-8360 
newmike@slingshot.co.nz 

Dry Acheron Walkway / Conical Knoll: Starting just off Coleridge 
Road, the walkway is a poled route/easement across private land, 
criss crossing the Dry Acheron Stream across high country farm 
land. Don’t be fooled by the word ’dry’ - there is water. A short side 
trip will take us up to Conical Knoll ( 746m ). Return the same way. 
Height gain 300m, Return trip 14kms 

Grade: Easy+ 

Closes: 27 Apr 

Map: BX20 

Approx: $20 

 

Saturday 29 April 
Departure point: Z Station Papanui 

Leader: Max De Lacey Early start! co-
leader needed at ChCh departure point 

03-688-8342 

Mt Winterslow: Co-leader needed to co-ordinate ChCh group. 
Meeting Max in Sharplin Falls CP. Long day with short daylight. 
Bring torches and and the ability to walk at a good pace for a long 
time. 

Grade: Mod/Hard 

Closes: 27 Apr 

Map: BX19 

Approx: $30 
 

Sunday 30 April 
Departure point: Caltex Russley 

Leader: Chris McGimpsey 03 3589125 
judychris@xnet.co.nz 

13 Mile Bush: Bell tea series #8 This trip is designed to suit 
trampers who want to move up from easy to mod trips. The 
Benmore track crosses over farmland before following Thirteen Mile 
Bush stream up through the forest to the Benmore hut for a hot 
brew. If the weather and time permits we can proceed further up the 
track towards Point 1444 above the bushline, before returning back 
down the hill the way we came up 

Grade: Moderate 
but at an 
easy pace 

Closes: 27 Apr 

Map: BW21 

Approx: $25 

 

Wednesday 3 May Club Night 

Southern Ocean Sojourns:The Sub-Antarctic and East Antarctica: Tonight club 
member Chris Todd will talk about his recent trips to the Sub-Antarctic Islands and east 
Antarctica. Chris was a wild life guide, lecturer and zodiac operator for Heritage Tours on 
their vessel Akademik Shokalskiy. He will show photos of wildlife and landscapes and 
comment on aspects of the history, ecology and climate change that he observed. The ship 
visited The Snares, Auckland Islands, Campbell island and Macquarie Island. The second 
voyage went to east Antarctica. Come along for a close-up look, without the cold, at our 
Beautiful Icy Blue Backyard. 
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Saturday 6 May 
Departure point: Z Station Papanui 

Leader: Michael Newlove 355-8360 
newmike@slingshot.co.nz 

Redcliffe Stream / Redcliffe hill: The trip will start on Double Hill 
Run Road along the south bank of the Rakaia and follow a marked 
track up the true right of Redcliffe Stream through a scenic reserve. 
The reserve contains a diverse range of native plants including a 
dense stand of kowhai, uncommon in inland Canterbury. At the 
head of the stream, we head north west, over Point 907 and look 
forward to lunch at an old musterers hut. From there, follow a farm 
track over Redcliffe Hill ( 940m ), down past a quarry and back to 
the cars. Height gain 500m, round trip 14kms. 

Grade: Easy+ 

Closes: 4 May 

Map: BW20 

Approx: $20 

 

Sunday 7 May 
Departure point: Z Station Papanui 

Leader: Chris McGimpsey 03 3589125 
judychris@xnet.co.nz 

Mt Oxford: Bell Tea series #9 This trip is designed to suit trampers 
who want to move up from easy to mod trips. Leaving from the car 
park at the end of Mountain Road we head straight up the the track 
to the top of Mt Oxford for a hot brew, lunch & grand views over the 
Oxford Forest area before returning via the Ashley Saddle. A great 
moderate tramping circuit with lots of nice north facing slopes to 
practise "tussock lizzard" skills if the weather permits. 

Grade: Moderate - 
easy pace 

Closes: 4 May 

Map: BW22 

Approx: $25 

 

Wednesday 10 May Club Night 

Federated Mountain Clubs (FMC) - Current Pojects & Issues: Tonight Tania Seward 
from the FMC Exec is talking to us about some exciting projects and issues that FMC is 
currently involved with. Come along and meet your local FMC rep and keep informed on 
conservation and access issues. 

 

Saturday 13 May 
Departure point: Caltex Russley 

Leader: Chris McGimpsey 03 3589125 
judychris@xnet.co.nz 

Mt Karen: Bell Tea series #10 The track climbs up through the bush 
above the Devils Punchbowl at Arthur’s Pass before opening out on 
to a lovely smoko rock with good view down into the Devils 
Punchbowl and up towards Mt Karen. The track continues up 
through the tussock with some interesting rocky knobs to negoitate 
along the way before reaching Mt Karen (Point 1844). From here 
the views of surrounding mountains while having a well deserved 
cup of tea are well worth the morning’s effort. Good views of 
Sunday’s Avalanche Peak - Bealey Traverse route will motivate 
those planning on making a weekend of it, or maybe even inspire a 
Sunday morning sleep in, followed by a lazy coffee at the Wobbly 
Kea. A pot luck tea & mug South African tramping juice will ensure 
a good nights sleep at the club hut on Saturday night for the 
trampers staying on for Sunday’s trip 

Grade: Moderate 
but at an 
easy pace 

Closes: 11 May 

Map: BV20 

Approx: $25 + Hut 
Fees 
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Saturday 13 May 
Departure point: Z Station Papanui 

Leader: Michael Newlove 355-8360 
newmike@slingshot.co.nz 

Peak Hill: gorgeous spot next to Lake Coleridge. More details next 
month 

Grade: Easy/Mod 

Closes: 11 May 

Map:  

Approx:  
 

Sunday 14 May 
 

Leader: Chris McGimpsey 03 3589125 
judychris@xnet.co.nz 

Avalanche - Bealey Traverse: This is a club classic, with a bit of 
everything: beech forest, waterfalls, keas, three peaks, 3 km of 
ridge-top travel, great views, some gentle scrambling, a great scree 
run, a bit of a river bash. We go up Avalanche Peak (1833 m) the 
usual direct way, then traverse the ridge tops over Lyell Peak (1828 
m) to Mt Bealey (1838 m). The route calls for a bit of scrambling on 
mediocre rock but there’s no major exposure. From Mt Bealey we 
descend scree to Rough Creek and then splash, bash and boulder 
hop our way out to the road. Snow skills may be needed, depending 
on weather. There may be an early start or you could stay in the 
club hut the night before - contact the leader. 

Grade: Moderate 

Closes: 11 May 

Map: BV20 

Approx: $35 + hut 
fees 

 

Wednesday 17 May Club Night 

Risk Management and Emergency Planning in the Backcountry: Tonight we have a 
presentation from Outdoor Education NZ (OENZ), talking on Risk Management and 
Emergency Planning. Every year accidents happen which could’ve been avoided through 
proper planning and risk mitigation. One of the most useful parts of the former Mountain 
Safety Outdoor leader course was 2 days doing risk management. It’s easy to think yeah 
nah I know all that stuff, but a quick look at accident reports often shows up basic errors. 
"OENZ provides training courses in Bush, Rock, Alpine, Avalanche and River Crossing. 
They employ specialized instructors with strong practical experience & qualifications to run 
their training courses. Tonight they are running a "hands on" evening on managing risk, 
keeping ourselves safe, and what to do in an emergency when in the wilderness. Come 
along for an enjoyable and informative training evening. 

 

Wednesday 24 May Club Night 

Tramping and Climbing in South Westland with Nina Dickerhof: Tonight Nina 
Dickerhof, from the NZAC, will be talking about some of her multi-day tramping and 
climbing trips in South Westland. Nina is well known for her adventurous, off-track trips into 
the spectacular mountains and valleys of the Southern Alps, particularly the Olivine and 
Hooker wilderness areas. This will be a great talk, as those of us who have attended Nina’s 
talks at the NZAC know, so come along and get some inspiration to tramp and explore 
these rugged but beautiful alpine areas. 

 

Wednesday 31 May Club Night 

Newsletter Folding Evening: Newsletter Folding and a general catch-up and chat at the 
club rooms. The projector is available for use if anyone wishes to show some photos. 
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Trip Reports 
18 February 2017 

Mt Foweraker 

The low cloud 
cleared as 17 of us 
left Hawdon hut car 
park on a quest to 
gain the summit of Mt 
Foweraker, a peak 
that had come up in 
the world, previously 
merely known as 
point 1804mtrs. 

Crossing the Hawdon 
river in low flow we 
headed to the first 
stream we came to 
on the left, the aptly 
named Sudden 
valley. 

Travel consisted of 
wading and rock 
hopping across the 

ever-steepening alpine stream and climbing back into the bush when the going got tough in 
the river.  

With the gorge walls closing in on us we eventually resorted to the steep true left shingle 
chute to get us around the Barrier falls waterfall. 

Keeping a party of 17 together involved some work to keep our tail end connected to our 
pushy frontrunners. 

We paused for a regroup at several points, saw a rifleman, heard an unusual bird whistling 
call, possibly a kaka. 

Eventually we all stopped for a pre-lunch break at the river flats short of Sudden valley biv 
to assess our main climb to the Foweraker ridgeline. 

We decided to take the stream to the col at point 1447 mtrs rather than the bushbash through 
mountain beech. 

A good decision I think as we were to get plenty of the latter later on. 

We gained height more rapidly up this side creek, mountain beech giving way to flowering 
hebe, the odd woollyhead and mountain tussock, (most of us were now using these to aid 
upward progress). 

Another stop, a few exchanges about the fast ones not checking their progress for the slower 
ones and with this hopefully resolved we launched into the final grunt up a scree and rock 
slope to the summit ridge. 

This we gained in good time and then we were able to settle into a more leisurely ridge climb 
to the summit itself. 

A late lunch on top and in perfect windless weather we took in the view across to Dome and 
further afield Mt Evans and Mt Scott in the Polar range. The Waimakariri river and Mt White 

Multiple river crossings in Sudden Valley – Kim Harburg 
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bridge were directly below us. 

Summer tramping at its best. 

Now the downhill. 

Our ridge snaked back down to the Hawdon carpark. 

Firstly some steep scrambling down some shingly, rocky bits. Slow going because in parts 
we had to be wary of dislodging rocks onto each other. 

The tricky downhill going played a part in Kerrie hitting a rock with her leg. No doctors with 
us this week so we settled for Mike our Vet who after jokes about stitches and parvovirus 
shots did what looked to be a great patch up to Kerries lower leg and we were soon able to 
continue, but at a slightly slower pace. 

At the bushline we decided to split into two parties. 

12 to go ahead and our leader David with Scott, Kerrie, Walt and Kathie to continue behind. 

The beech trees at this height were plastered in white beardlike moss creating a goblin/cloud 
forest Tolkein would have been proud of. 

Ian McKellen, whoops Dunn did a great job guiding us down the ridge, (we needed to stay 
awake to wandering off the main crest) and Kim kept an eye on everyone at the back. 

No problems here until finally we decided to drop off the ridge and make a beeline for the 
flats below to an area called One tree swamp. 

An even steeper slope was engaged with everybody paying full attention as we negotiated 
our way over the obstacle course of fallen mossy rotten trunks and a relentless slippery 
downhill through a rotting beech undergrowth full of rotten standing trees that would snap if 
you tried to hold them. 

Oh and did I mention the rot? 

You wouldn’t get a fire if you planted this beech on the Port hills. 

As we got lower we encountered a flock of chattering browncreeper although I suspect few 
people noticed as by now we were also getting tangled up with bush lawyer. 

We heard the screech of a kaka below and soon it became dark. 

Headlights went on and suddenly we emerged onto the flats. 

One tree swamp turned out to be pretty tame; we crossed the Hawdon river again and as 
we were about to depart the scene we saw the headlights of Dave and party approaching in 
the distance. 

All credit to the trip leader David for organizing a great trip. 

1300mtrs of height gain approx. 

16kms distance approx. 

Trip time 11hrs approx 

Participants consisted of residents (or former residents) of Australia, England, Germany, 
Lebanon, NZ (only 3 dinkum I think) and USA. 

They were Adrian, Bassam, Sarah, Scott, Kerrie, Daniel, Ali, Hannah, Ian, Orla, Andy, Walt, 
Kathy, David, Michael, Kim, Richard (scribe). 

Photos courtesy of Kim Harburg. 
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25 February 2017 

Mt Sinclair 

Mt Sinclair (2065mtrs) overlooks Mesopotamia station and the Rangitata river. 

Our party of 8 pulled up (and parked on what I later observed on the map to be 
Mesopotamias grass airstrip) at 1035 hours courtesy of Daves’ Mazda and Warwicks’ 
Subaru. 

Measured in terms of Warwick’s (our leader for the day) CD collection this drive would 
normally have taken 30 to 35 Led Zeppelin tracks or 3 Yes tracks depending upon your taste. 

Unfazed but groggy from the ride we emerged from our cars to be surrounded by a large 
herd of cattle which included one noisy bull. 

Some hasty fence 
climbing ensued 
before we crossed the 
flat tussockland to the 
flanks on the true left 
of Scout stream. 

The slope soared 
upwards, the sun 
blazed down and just 
when you thought you 
were about to crest 
the top and see the 
alpine tarn, 
surprise…another 
crest appeared in 
place of the previous 
one.  

Nothing unusual in this of course, although in true Canterbury style this weeks tramp was in 
complete contrast to the previous weeks. 

Multiple river crossings and beech forest then were now replaced with a treeless scrubby 
landscape and not a river crossing in sight. 

Max, David Selway and Flo took the plunge into the tarn and after a short break 7 of us 
headed up Mt Sinclairs boulder strewn middle, while Brindsley sated by the uphill left the 
mountain for another day and headed down. (A form of fair play, (akin to catch and release 
if you’re a fisherman)[Editor]). 

From Mt Sinclair we looked across to the striking Two Thumbs peak and around to the head 
of Bush stream on one side and the mighty Rangitata river on the other.  

Alpine Tarn and Rangitata River – Warwick Dowling 
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The weather changed to a cooler Southerly, the cloud coming in from the Eastern valleys 
and we headed down some stony slopes until we found what looked like a decent shingle 
slide. 

Satisfyingly big height loss ensued, although the consensus grade for the shingle which was 
more rock/stone than shingle, ranged from 5 to 7, so a 6 then. 

Soon we were wading through manuka, with celmisia  and the odd spaniard thrown in. 

When we arrived back at our cars they were surrounded by a scrum of cows. 

The cars looked as if they had been through a cow car wash. 

Windows had been loving licked to death and panels were spattered with other stuff. The 
hooligans! 

We drove back, stopping in Ashburton for a well earned meal at the Charming Thai. 

Great trip as usual although it’s a fair drive. 

Next time we might have to fire up the club Cessna. 

Thanks Warwick and everyone. 

Participants were Brindsley Archer, Max de Lacey, Ivo Rongen, Flo Roberts, David Sutton, 
David Selway, Warwick Dowling (trip leader), Richard Kimberley (Scribe). 

Photos courtesy of Warwick Dowling. 

4 March 2017 

Mt Stuart 

Thirty seconds after leaving the cars on this tramp we found ourselves amongst thick West 
Coast bush. 

Adrian, Andy, David, Orla, Isabelle and Richard headed up the Mt Phipps ridge via a boulder 
field overgrown with the usual suspects; turpentine scrub, leatherwood, mountain 
ribbonwood, tussock, and five finger and a few spaniards thrown in for good measure. 

Heart rates climbed rapidly from car passenger mode as we fought our way up, over and 
through the tangled jungle.  

Looking across to the Two Thumbs – Warwick Dowling 
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Eventually we got 
through and it 
became just 
another steep hill 
climb with lots of 
hebes and snow 
grass to pull on. 

This brought us 
to a point on the 
Mt Phipps ridge 
where we could 
see our objective, 
the not so often 
visited, Mt Stuart. 

We needed to 
drop down into 
Pegleg creek and 
do a long 
traverse on steep 
scrub covered 
slopes that 
looked down on 
the gorgy river. 

This we did; the 
going best being 
described as 
very untracked. 

For quite some 
time, we 

traversed above 
the river, wading 
through deep 
thickets of 
mountain totara, 
hanging on to 
tussocks, hebes, 
anything in fact in 
order to keep 

ourselves 
upright. 

Our uphill (right 
legs) 

getting a workout. 

Lunch and some chamois sighting followed before we found ourselves below the upper walls 
of Mt Stuart, now cloaked in a heavy mist. 

Orla climbing above Pegleg creek  
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In that heavy mist we worked our way up the small gulleys that led to the summit searching 
for the correct route up. 

At 3pm we decided the rewards of the summit weren’t worth the risks of a late night and we 
took the sensible option, a U turn. 

We retreated along our previous traverse of Pegleg creek, this time the left (uphill leg) getting 
the workout. 

Then an ascent back to the Phipps ridge through the broken terrain involving more body 
flogging from our tolerant team. On the way we spotted a rock wren. 

Finally we descended the Phipps ridge accompanied by the cries of distant Kea. 

Cloud was now closing in and soon we were fighting our way back through that initial bush 
bash to the cars. 

Then all too soon it was back to civilisation, (sort of) in the form of the Bealey hotel and 
dinner. 

Trip grade-Moderate. 

Participants Andy, Orla, Adrian, Isabelle, David, Richard K (Scribe). 
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More about the CTC 
Club Officers 

President: Steve Bruerton 322-6196 

Vice President: Chris McGimpsey 03 3589125 

Secretary: David Selway 03 326 3344 

Treasurer: Natasha Sydorenko 0223140684 

Club Captain: Alan Ross 384-6425 

New Members 
Rep: 

Chris McGimpsey 03 3589125 

Day Trip 
Organiser: 

Elizabeth Eadon 03 3764453 

Overnight Trip 
Organiser: 

Bill Johnson 022 049 3453 

Social 
Convenor: 

Kay Taylor 03358-4580 

Gear Custodian: Bernhard Parawa 337 3125 

Editor: Karen Tait 027 520 6464 

Hut Convenor: Gareth Caves 027 882 5563 

IT Convenor: Richard Lobb 351-2344 

Access Officer: Ian Dunn 0212141907 

Our Club Hut: In the Arthur’s Pass township, with all the comforts of home including real 
showers and inside flushing loos (BYO toilet paper!), but with the mountains at the back 
door. A great place for a few days away; take your usual gear and a pillowcase. Please book 
and pay before leaving town; the club bank account number is 38-9017-0279838-00 
(Kiwibank/Christchurch Tramping Club). Include your name and the words "hut fees" in the 
particulars/code/reference fields. Phone Gareth Caves 027 882 5563 for booking and key 
code; or if he’s away, Steve Bruerton 322 6196; or if they’re both away, Rex Vink 3525329. 
Hut fees are $15 member, $15 member's partner, $20 non-member, $5 kids under 12. If you 
find any problems or maintenance required, please contact the hut convenor, Gareth Caves. 

Equipment Hire: The Club has a range of 
equipment for hire. The Gear Custodian is 
Bernhard Parawa, ph. 337 3125. Note: club 
gear assigned to you is your responsibility; 
please take care of it. Please make sure you 
put tents inside your pack. Tents attached to 
the outside of your pack can be easily 
punctured when bush bashing or even lost. 
This may result in serious damage to your 
bank account! Please air and dry tents after 
taking them on a trip even if they are not used, 
and report any damage to the gear custodian. 

Rates for Gear Hire: 

Tent $3/person/night 

Ice axes, crampons $4 per weekend 

Harnesses, snow shovel $4 per weekend 

Large/small weekend 
packs 

$2 per weekend 

Helmets Free 

Personal locator beacons Free 
 

Please have stuff for the next newsletter to the editor 
(editor@ctc.org.nz) by 20 April 2017 – Thanks. 

mailto:editor@ctc.org.nz

